The Only Opinion that Matters

1 Cor4

'So then, men ought to regard us as servants of
Christ and as those entrusted with the secret
things of God. Now it is required that those who
have been given a trust must prove faithful. °I
care very little if I am judged by you or by any
human court; indeed, I do not even judge myself.
*My conscience is clear, but that does not make
me innocent. It is the Lord who judges me.
>Therefore judge nothing before the appointed
time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to
light what is hidden in darkness and will expose
the motives of men's hearts. At that time each
will receive his praise from God.

Now, brothers, I have applied these things to
myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you
may learn from us the meaning of the saying,
"Do not go beyond what is written." Then you
will not take pride in one man over against
another. "For who makes you different from
anyone else? What do you have that you did not
receive? And if you did receive it, why do you
boast as though you did not?

Self Centered vs Christ Centered
Christian Attitudes

¥ Already you have all you want! Already you
have become rich! You have become kings—and
that without us! How I wish that you really had
become kings so that we might be kings with
you! °For it seems to me that God has put us
apostles on display at the end of the procession,
like men condemned to die in the arena. We have
been made a spectacle to the whole universe, to
angels as well as to men. We are fools for
Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are
weak, but you are strong! You are honored, we
are dishonored! ''To this very hour we go
hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are
brutally treated, we are homeless. 2We work
hard with our own hands. When we are cursed,
we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it;
Bwhen we are slandered, we answer kindly. Up
to this moment we have become the scum of the
earth, the refuse of the world.

(1) "I am not writing this to shame you, but to
warn you, as my dear children. ’Even though
you have ten thousand guardians in Christ, you
do not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I
became your father through the gospel.

(2)1 STherefore I urge you to imitate me. 'For
this reason I am sending to you Timothy, my son
whom I love, who is faithful in the Lord. He will
remind you of my way of life in Christ Jesus,
which agrees with what I teach everywhere in
every church.

'8Some of you have become arrogant, as if I
were not coming to you. '’But I will come to you
very soon, if the Lord is willing, and then (3) I
will find out not only how these arrogant people
are talking, but what power they have. *’For the
kingdom of God is not a matter of talk but of
power. (4) >'What do you prefer? Shall I come to
you with a whip, or in love and with a gentle

spirit?

Confronting Problem People in Love

1. Try to convey a sense of confidence and love first
2. Present a model from your behavior

3. Confront realistically

4. Present choices

By Martha Snell Nicholson:

When I stand at the judgment seat of Christ
And He shows me His plan for me,
The plan of my life as it might have been
Had He had His way, and I see
How I blocked Him here, and I checked Him there,
And I would not yield my will

Will there be grief in my Saviour's eyes,
Grief, though He loves me still?
He would have me rich, and I stand there poor,
Stripped of all but His grace,
While memory runs like a hunted thing
Down the paths I cannot retrace.

Then my desolate heart will well-nigh break
With the tears that I cannot shed;

I shall cover my face with my empty hands,
I shall bow my uncrowned head...
Lord of the years that are left to me,

I give them to Thy hand;

Take me and break me, mould me to
The pattern Thou hast planned!



Leonard Ravenbhill

Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) was a Christian evangelist and author who focused on the subjects of
prayer and revival. He is best known for challenging the modern church and his most notable book is Why
Revival Tarries.

Born in Leeds, in Yorkshire, England, Ravenhill was educated at Cliff College in England and sat under
the ministry of Samuel Chadwick. He was a student of church history and an expert in the field of revival.
His meetings during the war years drew large crowds in Britain, and as a result many converts devoted
themselves to Christian ministry and the world's mission fields.

In 1939, he married an Irish nurse, Martha. The Ravenhills had three sons: Paul, David, and Philip. Paul
and David are themselves ministers of the Gospel, and Philip is a teacher.

In 1959, Ravenhill and his family moved from Great Britain to the United States. In the 1960s they
traveled within the United States, holding tent revivals and evangelistic meetings.

In the 1980s, Ravenhill moved to a home near Lindale, Texas, a short distance from Last Days Ministries
Ranch. He regularly taught classes at LDM and was a mentor to the late Keith Green. He also spent some
time teaching at Bethany College of Missions in Minnesota, and some time in Seguin, Texas.

Among others influenced by Ravenhill were Ravi Zacharias, Tommy Tenney, Steve Hill, Charles Stanley,
Bill Gothard, Paul Washer, Dan Brodeur, Sean Cabral Myers, Brett Mullett, and David Wilkerson.

He was a close friend of pastor and writer A. W. Tozer and a prolific writer himself. Through his teaching
and books, Ravenhill addressed the disparities he perceived between the New Testament Church and the
Church in his time and called for adherence to the principles of biblical revival.

Tozer said of Ravenhill:

To such men as this, the church owes a debt too heavy to pay. The curious thing is that she seldom tries to pay him
while he lives. Rather, the next generation builds his sepulcher and writes his biography — as if instinctively and
awkwardly to discharge an obligation the previous generation to a large extent ignored.

When he passed on in November 1994, Ravenhill was interred in the same cemetery as Keith Green.

Quotes

"If weak in prayer, we are weak everywhere."

"Men give advice; God gives guidance."”

"Are the things you are living for worth Christ dying for?"

"A sinning man stops praying, a praying man stops sinning"

"The only reason we don't have revival is because we are willing to live without it!"

"God pity us that after years of writing, using mountains of paper and rivers of ink, exhausting flashy terminology
about the biggest revival meetings in history, we are still faced with gross corruption in every nation, as well as
with the most prayerless church age since Pentecost.”

"The Church used to be a lifeboat rescuing the perishing. Now she is a cruise ship recruiting the promising."”
"The opportunity of a lifetime must be seized within the lifetime of the opportunity.”

"My main ambition in life is to be on the devil's most wanted list."

"If Jesus had preached the same message that ministers preach today, He would never have been crucified."
"Entertainment is the devil's substitute for joy"



