
Returning Love- The Tangible Result of Reconciliation 

 
6:1 As God's fellow workers we urge you not to receive God's grace in vain. 2 For he says, "In the time of my 

favor I heard you, and in the day of salvation I helped you." (Isa 49:8) I tell you, now is the time of God's favor, 

now is the day of salvation.  

3 We put no stumbling block in anyone's path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of 

God we commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, 

imprisonments and riots; in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and 

kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of 

righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through glory and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, 

yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed; 

10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything.  

11 We have spoken freely to you, Corinthians, and opened wide our hearts to you. 12 We are not withholding our 

affection from you, but you are withholding yours from us. 13 As a fair exchange-I speak as to my children-open 

wide your hearts also.  
  

14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or 

what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there between Christ and Belial? What does a 

believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? 

For we are the temple of the living God. As God has said: "I will live with them and walk among them, and I 

will be their God, and they will be my people."  (Many refs- see reverse) 
17 "Therefore come out from them and be separate, says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive 

you." (Isa 52:11)  18 "I will be a Father to you, and you will be my sons and daughters, (part of 2 Sam 7:14) 
says the Lord Almighty." 

  

7:1 Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body and 

spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.  
  

2 Make room for us in your hearts. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we have exploited no one. 

3 I do not say this to condemn you; I have said before that you have such a place in our hearts that we would live or 

die with you. 4 I have great confidence in you; I take great pride in you. I am greatly encouraged; in all our troubles 

my joy knows no bounds.  
  

5 For when we came into Macedonia, this body of ours had no rest, but we were harassed at every turn-conflicts on 

the outside, fears within. 6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not 

only by his coming but also by the comfort you had given him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep 

sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so that my joy was greater than ever.  
  

8 Even if I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it. Though I did regret it-I see that my letter hurt you, but 

only for a little while- 9 yet now I am happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to 

repentance. For you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly sorrow 

brings repentance that leads to salvation and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings death. 11 See what this 

godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to clear yourselves, what indignation, what 

alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice done. At every point you have proved yourselves 

to be innocent in this matter. 12 So even though I wrote to you, it was not on account of the one who did the wrong 

or of the injured party, but rather that before God you could see for yourselves how devoted to us you are.  
  

13 By all this we are encouraged. In addition to our own encouragement, we were especially delighted to see how 

happy Titus was, because his spirit has been refreshed by all of you. 14 I had boasted to him about you, and you 

have not embarrassed me. But just as everything we said to you was true, so our boasting about you to Titus has 

proved to be true as well. 15 And his affection for you is all the greater when he remembers that you were all 

obedient, receiving him with fear and trembling. 16 I am glad I can have complete confidence in you.   

 

 



The Paradox of Believers 
 

A real Christian is an odd number anyway. He feels supreme love for one whom he has never seen; talks 

familiarly every day to someone he cannot see; expects to go to heaven on the virtue of another; empties 

himself in order to be full; admits he is wrong so he can be declared right; goes down in order to get up; is 

strongest when he is weakest; richest when he is poorest; and happiest when he feels the worst. He dies so he 

can live; forsakes in order to have; gives away so he can keep; sees the invisible, hears the inaudible, and 

knows that which passes knowledge. The man who has met God is not looking for anything; he has found it. 

He is not searching for light, for upon him the light has already shined. His certainty may seem bigoted, but 

his assurance is that of one who knows by experience his religion is not hearsay. He is not a copy, not a 

facsimile. He is an original from the hand of the Holy Spirit. -A. W. Tozer 

 

I Will Dwell Among Them 
 

Ex 29:44 "So I will consecrate the Tent of Meeting and the altar and will consecrate Aaron and his sons to serve 

me as priests. 45 Then I will dwell among the Israelites and be their God. 46 They will know that I am the LORD 

their God, who brought them out of Egypt so that I might dwell among them. I am the LORD their God.  

 

Lev 26:11 I will put my dwelling place among you, and I will not abhor you. 12 I will walk among you and be your 

God, and you will be my people. 

 

Zech 2:10 "Shout and be glad, O Daughter of Zion. For I am coming, and I will live among you," declares the 

LORD. 11 "Many nations will be joined with the LORD in that day and will become my people. I will live among 

you and you will know that the LORD Almighty has sent me to you. 

 

Rom 8:9 You, however, are controlled not by the sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God lives in you. 

And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, your body 

is dead because of sin, yet your spirit is alive because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised 

Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 

through his Spirit, who lives in you.  

 

Col 1:24 Now I rejoice in what was suffered for you, and I fill up in my flesh what is still lacking in regard to 

Christ's afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is the church. 25 I have become its servant by the commission 

God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness- 26 the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages 

and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints. 27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles 

the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 
  

Judas             Peter 

 


