
Genesis Chapter 1 
 

Heb 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s 
command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 
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Babylonian Creation Account- Source for Genesis?

   So begins the text of Genesis 1:1. Though it points back to the creation of all things, it must be understood 
that this was not the first thing ever to be written. Moses wrote these words in the 15th century B.C. There 
had already been many books written before this time and some which dealt with the question of creation. 
 
   Among the multitude of tablets found in the Library of Ashurbanipal in Nineveh were a group of seven 
tablets known as the Enuma Elish. Though the library dates only to the late 7th century B.C., the present 
form of the epic itself goes all the way back to the days of Hammurabi (1700 B.C.), while the story descends 
from the days of the Sumerians. 
     
The Enuma Elish ("When on high") draws its title from the first sentence of its narrative: "When on high the 
heaven had not been named, firm ground below had not been named..." 
 
The text was found written on seven tablets, but this has no bearing on the seven days of the Genesis 
account. If the tablets had been larger then there would only have been six. 
 
Tablet 1: Aspu and Tiamat come together to give birth to the primitive forces and gods. However, Aspu turns 
against his offspring, but is slain by them. Tiamat is enraged at the death of her husband and she prepares to 
avenge his death. 
Tablet 2: Marduk, one of the second generation gods, is elected to fight Tiamat. 
Tablet 3: The assembly of gods decrees the outcome of the battle and the glory of Marduk. 
Tablet 4: They each create seven assistants to help them. Marduk wins the conflict and dissects the body of 
Tiamat. 
Tablet 5: From the body of Tiamat, Marduk creates heaven and earth. The moon and the stars are 
established to mark the seasons. 
Tablet 6: Tiamat's second in command, Kingu, is slain and from drops of his blood Marduk creates man so 
that there will be one to sacrifice to the gods. 
 
My blood will I take and bone will I fashion  
I will make man, that man may be his name,  
I will create man who shall inhabit the earth,  
That the service of the gods may be established, 
and that their shrines may be built.  
But I will alter the ways of the gods, and I will 
change their paths;  
Together shall they be oppressed and unto evil 
shall they....�
 
Tablet 7: Marduk advances from the chief god of 
Babylon to become head of the entire pantheon. 
He is given 50 names representing the power of 
the various deities. 

 

It can be seen from this brief outline that this account is only superficially related to the 
Genesis account. 





1In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the 

Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 
 

Day 1 
3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 

light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he 
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called 
the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” 
And there was evening, and there was morning—the 
first day. 

 
Day 2 

6 And God said, “Let there be an expanse between the 
waters to separate water from water.” 7 So God made 
the expanse and separated the water under the 
expanse from the water above it. And it was so. 8 

God called the expanse “sky.” And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the second day. 

 
Day 3 

9 And God said, “Let the water under the sky be 
gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” 
And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” 
and the gathered waters he called “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good.  

11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: 
seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear 
fruit with seed in it, according to their various 
kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced 
vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their 
kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it 
according to their kinds. And God saw that it was 
good. 13 And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the third day.  

 
Day 4 

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of 
the sky to separate the day from the night, and let 
them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and 
years, 15 and let them be lights in the expanse of the 
sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God 
made two great lights—the greater light to govern 
the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He 
also made the stars. 17 God set them in the expanse 
of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the 
day and the night, and to separate light from 
darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And 
there was evening, and there was morning—the 
fourth day.  

Heb 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe 
was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen 
was not made out of what was visible.  
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Day 1 separated light and dark- good 
Day 2 separated water and sky- ? Gen 7:11 
Day 3 separated land/water/made plants- good 
Day 4 filled heaven with lights- good 
Day 5 filled water/sky with life- good 
Day 6 filled land with life/made man- good 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Day 5 
20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living 

creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the 
expanse of the sky.” 21 So God created the great 
creatures of the sea and every living and moving thing 
with which the water teems, according to their kinds, 
and every winged bird according to its kind . And 
God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them and 
said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the 
water in the seas, and let the birds increase on the 
earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the fifth day.  

Day 6 
24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures 

according to their kinds: livestock, creatures that 
move along the ground, and wild animals, each 
according to its kind .” And it was so. 25 God made the 
wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock 
according to their kinds, and all the creatures that 
move along the ground according to their kinds. And 
God saw that it was good.  

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in 
our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea 
and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the 
earth, and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.”  

27 So God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God he created him; male and female he 
created them.  

28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. 
Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air 
and over every living creature that moves on the 
ground.”  

29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant 
on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has 
fruit with seed in it. They will be yours for food. 30 

And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of 
the air and all the creatures that move on the ground—
everything that has the breath of life in it—I give 
every green plant for food.” And it was so.  

31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very 
good. And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the sixth day.  

Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in 
all their vast array. 2 By the seventh day God had 
finished the work he had been doing; so on the 
seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 And God 
blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because 
on it he rested from all the work of creating that he 
had done.  
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