New Jerusalem, Heaven and Earth

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the
first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and there was no longer any sea. 2 | saw the Holy
City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully
dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud
voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling of
God is with men, and he will live with them. They
will be his people, and God himself will be with
them and be their God. 4 He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. There will be no more death or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away."

5 He who was seated on the throne said, "I am
making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

6 He said to me: "It is done. | am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. To him who is
thirsty | will give to drink without cost from the
spring of the water of life. 7 He who overcomes will
inherit all this, and I will be his God and he will be
my son. 8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the
vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those
who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars-
their place will be in the fiery lake of burning
sulfur. This is the second death."

9 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls
full of the seven last plagues came and said to me,
"Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the
Lamb." 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to
a mountain great and high, and showed me the Holy
City, Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from
God. 11 It shone with the glory of God, and its
brilliance was like that of a very precious jewel, like
a jasper, clear as crystal. 12 It had a great, high wall
with twelve gates, and with twelve angels at the
gates. On the gates were written the names of the
twelve tribes of Israel. 13 There were three gates on
the east, three on the north, three on the south and
three on the west. 14 The wall of the city had twelve
foundations, and on them were the names of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb.

15 The angel who talked with me had a measuring
rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its
walls. 16 The city was laid out like a square, as long
as it was wide. He measured the city with the rod
and found it to be 12,000 stadia in length, and as
wide and high as it is long. 17 He measured its wall

For behold, | create new heavens and a new earth; and
the former shall not be remembered or come to mind.
But be glad and rejoice forever in what | create; for
behold, I create a Jerusalem as a rejoicing, and her
people a joy. (Isaiah 65:17-19)

God says prophetically that He will create a new heaven
and a new earth, and the ancient Hebrew word for
“create” (bara) means to “create out of nothing,” instead
of re-fashioning existing material.

Looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be dissolved being on
fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat . . .
Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for a
new heaven and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells. (2 Peter 3:12-13)

6 On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a
feast of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged
wine--the best of meats and the finest of wines. 7 On this
mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds all
peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; 8 he will
swallow up death forever. The Sovereign LORD will
wipe away the tears from all faces; he will remove the
disgrace of his people from all the earth. The LORD has
spoken. Isa 25:6-8

22 "As the new heavens and the new earth that | make
will endure before me," declares the LORD, "so will
your name and descendants endure. 23 From one New
Moon to another and from one Sabbath to another, all
mankind will come and bow down before me," says the
LORD. 24 "And they will go out and look upon the
dead bodies of those who rebelled against me; their
worm will not die, nor will their fire be quenched, and
they will be loathsome to all mankind."" Isa 66:22-24

Apparently we will see those who are in the lake of
fire for eternity
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and it was 144 cubits thick, by man's measurement,
which the angel was using. 18 The wall was made
of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass.
19 The foundations of the city walls were decorated
with every kind of precious stone. The first
foundation was jasper, the second sapphire, the
third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth
sardonyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite,
the eighth beryl, the ninth topaz, the tenth
chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth
amethyst. 21 The twelve gates were twelve pearls,
each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of
the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass.

22 1 did not see a temple in the city, because the

Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The black square above is 1.4 billion acres. The

23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to 1500 mile vertical dimension doesn’t make sense in
shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and this life, but remember 2 things:

the Lamb is its lamp. 24 The nations will walk by

its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their 1. Who knows how big the new earth will be.
splendor into it. 25 On no day will its gates ever be 2. We will have supernatural bodies that can
shut, for there will be no night there. 26 The glory move thru space in any direction.

and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27
Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone

who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only The book of life is mentioned 6 times in Revelation.
those whose names are written in the Lamb's book The mark of the beast is mentioned 7 times.
of life.

Post Tribulation Teachers
Almost All Theologians Before 1800

Tertulian, Augustine, George Mueller, Hippolytus, Irenaeus, Pat Robertson,
John Piper, Francis Schaeffer, John Calvin, Martin Luther, John Knox,
John Bunyan, Isaac Newton, George Whitefield, Charles Spurgeon, Charles

Hodge, Henry Alford, J.Sidlow Baxter, F.F. Bruce, Thomas Chalmers, Adam
Clarke, Jonathan Edwards, Jim Elliott, W.J. Erdman, Robert Gundry, Carl
F. Henry, Matthew Henry, John Huss, Orson Jones, C.S. Lovett, J.Gresham
Machen, Peter Marshall, Walter Martin, Gary Matsdorf, G.Campbell
Morgan, Leon Morris, John Newton, Oswald J. Smith, Jim Spillman, R.C.
Sproul, Charles Spurgeon, Corrie TenBoom, William Tyndale, B.B.
Warfield, Charles Wesley, R.F. Youngblood.




The Meaning of Heaven:

An ethereal spirit world or a tangible new earth?

by Dr. David R. Reagan
http://www.raptureready.com/featured/reagan/dr4.html

The Size of the City

The incredible size means the city would stretch from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico and
from the Atlantic coast of America to Colorado. It would also extend 1,500 miles into the
atmosphere.

This tremendous extension of the city vertically into the air is a clue that the new earth
may be considerably larger than the current earth. Otherwise, the city would not be
proportional to its surroundings.

Would such a city be able to adequately accommodate all the Redeemed? That's a good
question. The best answer I have ever run across is the one provided by Dr. Henry
Morris in his book The Revelation Record.

Dr. Morris postulates the total number of Redeemed might be as many as 20 billion. He
further guesses that approximately 75 percent of the new Jerusalem might be devoted
to streets, parks and public buildings. Can 20 billion people be squeezed into only 25
percent of the space of this city?

The answer is yes! In fact, it can be done easily. Each person would have a cubical block
with about 75 acres of surface on each face. We are talking about an immense city!

This assumes, of course, that our new glorified bodies will be immune to the current law
of gravity, as are the bodies of angels. This is a safe assumption, for Philippians 3:2 says
that our glorified bodies will be like the body of Jesus after His resurrection, and His
body was not subject to gravity, as evidenced by His ascension into Heaven.

This is the reason the city will be so tall. We will be able to utilize and enjoy all levels of
it. There will be vertical streets as well as horizontal ones.

The Beauty of the City

And what streets they will be! The Bible says they will be "pure gold, like transparent
glass" (Revelation 21:21). In fact, the whole city will be made of pure gold with the
appearance of clear glass (Revelation 21:18).

The city will sit on a foundation made of 12 layers of precious stones (Revelation 21:19-
20). Each layer will feature the name of one of the 12 apostles (Revelation 21:14). The
city will be surrounded by a jasper wall over 200 feet high (Revelation 21:17). There will
be 12 gates, three on each side, and each one will be named for one of the tribes of
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Israel (Revelation 21: 12). And yes, the gates will be "pearly gates," each one consisting
of one huge pearl (Revelation 21:21).

Best of all, God the Father and Jesus will both reside in the city with us (Revelation
21:22). The Shekinah glory of God will illuminate the city constantly, and thus there will
be no night nor will there ever be any need for any type of artificial light or the light of
the sun (Revelation 22:5).

The throne of God and His Son will be in the city, and "a river of the water of life, clear
as crystal” will flow down the middle of the city's main street with the tree of life
growing on both sides of the river, yielding 12 kinds of fruit — a different fruit each
month (Revelation 22:1-2).

That's it. God's Word only gives us a glimpse of Heaven. But what a tantalizing glimpse
it is! It's a glimpse of perfect peace and joy and beauty.

Heavenly Fellowship

This brings me to the greatest blessing of Heaven. Revelation 22:4 says we shall see the
face of God! The Word says in Exodus 33:20 that no man has ever seen the face of God.
But we will be given that privilege when we fellowship with Him in Heaven.

And that is really what Heaven is all about. We will experience an intimacy with the Lord
that transcends anything possible in this life. We were created for fellowship with God
(John 4:23), and that purpose will reach its zenith in the eternal state as we live in
God's presence.

That is why Paul wrote, "to live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Philippians 1:21). He went
on to explain that to continue living in the flesh meant the opportunity for fruitful labor
in the Lord's kingdom. But he still had a desire to depart this life, for that departure
would open the door for sweet, intimate, personal fellowship with the Lord (Philippians
1:22-23).

What about you? Are you clinging to this world, or do you yearn for Heaven? The more
you come to know the Lord, the more you will love Him. And the more you love Him, the
more You will desire to be with Him.

That's only natural. We always desire to be with those whom we love.




