The Great White Throne

20:1 And | saw an angel coming down out of heaven,
having the key to the Abyss and holding in his hand a
great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient
serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and bound him for
a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and
locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from
deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand
years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a
short time.

4 | saw thrones on which were seated those who had
been given authority to judge. And I saw the souls of
those who had been beheaded because of their
testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God.
They had not worshiped the beast or his image and
had not received his mark on their foreheads or their
hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a
thousand years. 5(The rest of the dead did not come
to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is
the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those
who have part in the first resurrection. The second
death has no power over them, but they will be priests
of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a
thousand years.

7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be
released from his prison 8 and will go out to deceive
the nations in the four corners of the earth-Gog and
Magog-to gather them for battle. In number they are
like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across
the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of
God's people, the city he loves. But fire came down
from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil,
who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of
burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet
had been thrown. They will be tormented day and
night for ever and ever.

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who
was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his
presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And |
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the
throne, and books were opened. Another book was
opened, which is the book of life. The dead were
judged according to what they had done as recorded
in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in
it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in
them, and each person was judged according to
what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were
thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the
second death. 15 If anyone's name was not found
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the
lake of fire.

This is a dramatic declaration that Satan is not
God’s opposite or equal; and that God could easily
stop Satan’s activity at any time. Yet God allows
Satan to continue, because even in his evil, he
indirectly serves the purposes of God.

This is no man who simply “binds” Satan with their
prayer. This is a work done on divine initiative.
“One very important detail is to notice that the
conquest of Satan and his powers does not come by
any human effort.” (Barnhouse)

Postmillennialsim is an outgrowth of millennialism,
saying the millennium will happen in this age,
before Jesus’ return - but that the church will bring
it to pass. But the clear teaching of the Bible isn’t
amillennialism or postmillennialism, but what is
called premillennialism - the teaching that Jesus
Christ will return to this earth before the millennial
earth, and He is establish and govern it directly.

John 5:28-29: Jesus described two resurrections:
Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in
which all who are in the graves will hear His voice
and come forth - those who have done good to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil,
to the resurrection of condemnation.

If Jesus has reigned so wonderfully for a thousand
years, then why will the earth rebel? They will do
it, and God will allow it, as a final demonstration
of man’s rebellion and depravity. Outward
conformity to Jesus’ rule will be required during
His reign, but seemingly, an inward embrace of His
Lordship will still be up to the individual.

Christians will have to stand before another throne -
the judgment seat of Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:10
says, For we must all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things
done in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad.

This is the lake of fire prepared for the devil and his
angels (Matthew 25:41). Men only go to this

place prepared for the devil and his angels if they
reject God’s salvation and condemn themselves.



The Millennium

i. During the Millennium, Israel will be the “superpower” of the world. It will be the leading nation in all the
carth, and the center of Israel will be the mountain of the LORD’s house - the temple mount, which will be the
“capital” of the government of the Messiah. All nations shall flow to the “capital” of the government of Jesus.
(Isaiah 2:1-3, Ezekiel 17:22-24)

ii. During the Millennium, the citizens of earth will acknowledge and submit to the Lordship of Jesus. It will be a
time of perfectly administrated enforced righteousness on this earth. (Isaiah 2:1-5)

iii. During the Millennium, there will be no more war. There will still be conflicts between nations and
individuals, but they will be justly and decisively resolved by the Messiah and those who reign with Him. (Isaiah
2:1-5) Itisn’t the reign of the Messiah itself that will change the heart of man. Citizens of earth will still need to
trust in Jesus and His work on their behalf for their personal salvation during the millennium. But war and armed
conflict will not be tolerated.

iv. During the Millennium, the way animals relate to each other and to humans will be transformed. A little child
will be safe and able to lead a wolf or a leopard or a young lion or a bear. Even the danger of predators like
cobras and vipers will be gone. In Genesis 9:2-3, the LORD gave Noah, and all mankind after him, the permission
to eat meat. At the same time, the LORD put the dread of man in animals, so they would not be effortless prey
for humans. Now, in the reign of the Messiah, that is reversed. For this reason, many think that in the reign of
the Messiah, the Millennium, humans will return to being vegetarians, as it seems they were before Genesis 9:2-3.
(Isaiah 11:6-9)

v. During the Millennium, King David will have a prominent place in the millennial earth, ruling over Israel
(Isaiah 55:3-5, Jeremiah 30:4-11, Ezekiel 34:23-31, Ezekiel 37:21-28, Hosea 3:5).

vi. During the Millennium, there will be blessing and security for national Israel in the millennial earth (Amos
9:11-15).

vii. The Millennium a time of purity and devotion to God (Zechariah 13:1-9).
viii. During the Millennium, there will be a rebuilt temple and restored temple service on the millennial earth as a
memorial of God’s work in the past. (Ezekiel 40-48, Ezekiel 37:26-28, Amos 9:11, Ezekiel 20:39-44).

ix. During the Millennium, saints in their resurrected state will be given responsibility in the Millennial Earth
according to their faithful service (Luke 19:11-27, Revelation 20:4-6, Revelation 2:26-28; 3:12,22, 1 Corinthians
6:2-3).

X. Many children will be born on earth during this 1,000 year of Christ (Zech. 8:1-5, Isa. 65:20-23, Ezek. 47:22,
Rev. 20:7-9). Zechariah 14:16 tells us that those who refuse to worship Jesus in Jerusalem come from "the
families of the earth," indicating these are the children and grandchildren of those who entered the millennium.

Why is the Millennium Necessary?

I. The Millennium is important because it will demonstrate Jesus’ victory and worthiness to rule the nations.

i1. The Millennium is important because it will reveal the depths of man’s rebellious nature in a perfect
environment. Some people seem to believe that man is basically good, and deep down he really wants God’s
righteous rule. Many believe that man is really innocent, and corrupted only by a bad environment. The
Millennium will answer these questions before the great judgment (Revelation 20:11-15).

iii. The Millennium is important because it will display the eternal depravity of Satan, who continues his evil as
soon as he is released from his incarceration.

iv. The Millennium is important because it will show the invulnerability of the city of God and God’s new
order.



